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BIRD HIGHLIGHTS

Richard Hastings and Brett Spencer
5, Brue Avenue

Bruton

Somerset

BA10 OHZ

Dear

Thank you so much for again giving me such a warm welcome and making my stay at Boletas such a memorable experience.  Brett and I had a wonderful week in Spain but it was the time spent with you and Josele in Loporzano that we shall remember most.  Brett also passes on his appreciation for all you did for us.

Your meals and packed lunches were delicious and we enjoyed everything you served up to us.  What a great cook you are.

I know Josele is still away in Morocco, but when he returns please pass on our thanks to him for his kindness and help in locating the many species we came to see.  Also thanks to you both for arranging our stay at Belchite.   As no one spoke English there it was good for me to be made to communicate in my limited Spanish.

I enclose a species list of our sightings, Josele may find it useful.

Have a wonderful trip to see the Gorilla's in Africa and hope the time at the Bird Fair is a success.  If I go to the Fair at any time will come and say "Ola."

All Good Wishes,

Date

Species
Location

11/03

l pr. Crested Lark
Loporzano



Black Redstart-several



1 Sardinian Warbler



Serin-many



lm Rock Bunting



Corn Bunting-many

11/03

Alpine Chough-many
Astun Ski Centre



6 Alpine Accentor



2 Snowfinch

11/03

1 m Black Woodpecker
River Gas/Aragon  


l Crag Martin




I pr.  Firecrest




Song Thrush/Redwing/Fieldfare

11/03



3 ad.Egyptian Vulture

Montearagon Castle



79 Black Kite flying N.



lpr.  Woodlark




lm,2f Black Redstart




5 Black Wheatear-all seen together




1 Dartford Warbler

11/03           



1 Iberian Grey Shrike                        Loporzano-1.5Km S.

12/03

5 Lammergeier    nd
Embalse de Vadiello



2ad,l sub-ad,2 2 cal. yr.



2 Egyptian Vulture



29 Black Kftes-flock



1 Wallcreeper-on the pinnacles



1 Wallcreeper-first quarry

12/03

2 Golden Eagle
Gorge, Loporzano

12/03

Eagle Owl
Piraces



lpr.plus 3 other calling males



lm Blue Rock Thrush

13/03

2 ad. Lammergeier
Embalse de Vadiello



1 Short-toed Eagle

13/03

2 Black Wheatear
Montearagon



1 Wallcreeper

13/03

l m Marsh Harrier
Loporzano






1 short-toed Eagle
14/03          



Lammergeier                  


Embalse de Vadiello




2 ad. and I 1 st yr.




The lst yr. had bleached inner primaries, 



a red wing tag on left wing and a blue wing tag on right. 



1 Golden Eagle-1 st yr. 



1 Short-toed Eagle 



1 pr.  Firecrest

14/03



Crane 8,000+ (1430-1730hrs.). 

Embalse de Sotonera 




Many passed over the Pre-Pyrenees,




but the majority roosted at the Reservoir.




2 Great White Egret




1 m Penduline Tit

15/03          



Dupont's Lark                


El Planeron Reserve

Arrived at the Reserve at 1145hrs. after drive from Loporzano.  From car park in the Dupont's area heard three singing males.  After 15 minutes one observed in song flight.  It landed on a small rock, but Breft then picked up one on the minor path leading from the car park.  In view for ten minutes.

Another male was singing on the other side of the main track and although not seen initially, seemed very close, Using the car as a hide we drove back up the incline on the main track, about 50m from the Dupont's reserve sign.  Within five minutes had a pair in view and these were watched on and off, for over an hour, sometimes as close as 30m.



Short-toed Lark-many



Calandra Lark-several pairs



Thekla Lark-many



1 m Bluethroat-wetland area



1 Fantailed Warbler-wetland area

16/03          


Dupont's Lark                  


El Planeron Reserve

At 0845hrs, again found the pair from previous day and spent ninety minutes observing from car.  Female less in evidence, mainly the male showing and seen singing from the ground on one occasion.



3 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse



Bluethroat - 4 (3m, 1 0 wetland area.  One male in song.



30 Black-bellied Sandgrouse-feeding in ploughed fields 


from the Codo/Quinto road N.E. of El Planeron Reserve.

17/03


Birds of note




Llobregat Reserve,Barcelona


1 Glossy Ibis


1 Night Heron


lm Ferruginous Duck 5+ Garganey


lad.  Audouin's Guil


2 Alpíne Swift


1 Red-rumped Swallow


Yellow Wagtails of the forms lberiae and cinerocapilla


1 lberian Chíffchaff-in song

In all 133 species were seen in the week.  Others of note:


Cattie Egret, Littie Egret, White Stork,


Griffon Vulture, Red Kite, Hen Harrier,


Peregrine, Merlin, Black-winged Stilt,


Stone Curiew, Hoopoe, Dipper,


Red-billed Chough, Spotless Starling,


Tree Sparrow.

